16	NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND  WAR
Shri Pal sees a difference between Lalaji's and my
declaration at Simla and our previous declarations. I know
none—neither Lalaji nor I—has ever welcomed an Afghan
invasion. But I gladly lay down my own position in categori-
cal terms;—
1.	I do not believe that the Afghans want to invade*
India.
 2.	I believe that the Government is fully prepared to
meet an Afghan invasion.
 3.	I am sorry to confess that, if there were an Afghan
invasion, every Raja and Maharaja would render uncondi-
tional assistance to the Government.
 4.	I believe too that we as a people are still so demo-
ralized,  diffident, and distrustful .of  Afghan  intentions,
and Hindus and Mussalmans of one another, that many
would, in mere panic, rush to the help of the Government,
and thus still further strengthen the chain that binds India.
5.	In theory, it is possible to distinguish between an
invasion of India and an invasion of the British  Govern-
ment for the purpose of the Khilafat. In practice, I do not
believe in the Afghans invading India to embarrass the
Government, and being able, in the event of being success-
ful, to resist the temptation of establishing a kingdom in
India.
 6.	In spite of such belief, I hold it to be contrary  to
the faith of a non-co-operator to render unconditional
assistance to a Government which he seeks to end or rnend.
 7.	A handful of conscientious objectors may make
no impression on the then current of events, but they will
sow the seed for raising a manly India.
 8.	I would rather see India perish at the hands of
Afghans than purchase freedom from Afghan invasion at
the cost of her honour. To have India defended by an un-
repentant Government that keeps the Khilafat -and    the
Punjab wounds still bleeding, is to sell India's honour.
9.	My faith, however, in the British nation is such
that, when we have shown sufficient strength of purpose
and undergone enough measure of self-sacrifice, the British
people will respond fully. My reading of history is that they
do not yield to justice pure and simple. It is too abstract for

